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EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DIREC TORATE-GENER. MARITIME AFFAIRS AND FISHERIES
- Fisherics Policy Atiartic, North Sea, Baltic and Octermost Regrons
Scieatific Advice sad Dats Coliection

SPECIFIC G

UNDER THE FPA/MARE/ 2018/ ICES

This Specific agreement (“the Spec ement”) is concluded between the following
parties
on the one part,

The European Union (“the Union"™), represented by the European Commission (“the
Co represented for the purposes of signature of this Specific agreement by
Mr Bernhard FRIESS, Acting Du’n.lur for Directorate C: Fisheries Policy Atlantic,
North Sea, Baltic Sea and Outermost regions,

and
on the other part,
“the Partner”
International Council on the Exploration of the Seas - ICES
Intergovernmental Organisation with legal personality
Entity registration number: 12063814
H.C. Andersen Boulevard 4446, | openhagen V, Denmark

n:prw.n(ed for the purposes of signature of the Specific agreement by the ICES General
ary. Ms Anne Christine Brusendorff
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ICES Advice on fishing opportunities and conservation a ICES mscms

Ecoregions in the Northeast Atlantic
Published 01 November 2024

European eel (Anguilla anguilla) throughout its natural range
ICES advice on fishing opportunities

ICES advises that when the precautionary approach is applied, there should be zero catches in all habitats in 2025. This
applies to both recreational and commercial catches and includ hes of glass eels for restocking and aguaculture.

Non-fisheries conservation considerations

Based on ecosystem-b management, ICES consids
- alinon ies related anthropogenic martalities should be reduced to zero.

- the quantity and quality of eel habitats should be restored; this includes restoring connectivity and the physical,
chemical, and biological properties of the habitats.

stock development over time

The status of European eel remains critical. Indices of both glass and yellow eel recruitment strongly declined from 1980
to 2011. Index values correspond to the recruitment as a percentage of the 1960-1979 geometric mean. Glass eel
recruitment in the “North Sea” index area was 1.1% in 2024 (provisional) and 0.5% in 2023 (updated). In the “Elsewhere
Europe” inc s, recruitment was 7.2% in 2024 (provisional) and 7.4% in 2023 (updated). The yellow eel recruitment
index for 2023 was 11.4% (updated) of the 1960-1979 geometric mean. Time-series from 1980 to 2024 show that eel
recruitment remains at a very low level.

ICES cannot a: he exploitation statu: i i staing (MSY) or p tionary approach (PA)
ause the reference pomt- are undefined, The 1360-1579 geomatric mean recruitment is considered
been below Rim for many
assumed that current biomass is below a pntentlal Bjm. Therefore, while stock-size reference points are also undefined, it
is considered that the stock size is well below potential biological limit reference poi
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European eel (Anguilla anguilla) throughout its natural range

ICES advice on fishing opportunities

ICES advises that when the precautionary approach is applied, there should be zero catches in all habitats in 2025. This
applies to both recreational and commercial catches and includ hes of glass eels for restocking and aguaculture.

Non-fisheries conservation considerations

Based on ecosystem-b management, ICES consids
- alinon ies related anthropogenic martalities should be reduced to zero.

- the quantity and quality of eel habitats should be restored; this includes restoring connectivity and the physical,
chemical, and biological properties of the habitats.

stock development over time

The status of European eel remains critical. Indices of both glass and yellow eel recruitment strongly declined from 1980
to 2011. Index values correspond to the recruitment as a percentage of the 1960-1979 geometric mean. Glass eel
recruitment in the “North Sea” index area was 1.1% in 2024 (provisional) and 0.5% in 2023 (updated). In the “Elsewhere
Europe” inc s, recruitment was 7.2% in 2024 (provisional) and 7.4% in 2023 (updated). The yellow eel recruitment
index for 2023 was 11.4% (updated) of the 1960-1979 geometric mean. Time-series from 1980 to 2024 show that eel
recruitment remains at a very low level.
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Ecoregions in the Northeast Atlantic
Published 01 November 2024

European eel (Anguilla anguilla) throughout its natural range
ICES advice on fishing opportunities
ICES advises that when the precautionary approach is applied, there should be zero catches in all habitats in 2025, This
applies to both recreational and commerci: incl catc gla stocking and aquaculture.
Non-fisheries conservation considerations

s sed management, ICES considers that:

related anthropogenic mortslities should be reduced to zero.

the quantity and quality of eel habitats should be restored; this includes restoring connectivity and the phy:
chemical, and biological properties of the habitat

Stock development over time

The status of Euro el remains critical. Indices of both glass and yellow eel recruitment strongly declined from 1380
to 2011. Index values correspond to the recruitment as a percentage of the 1960~1979 geometric mean. Glass eel
recruitment in the “North Sea” index in 202 s in 2023 (updated). In the “Elsewhere
Europe” index series, recruitment was 7.2% si 3 (updated). The yellow eel recruitment
index for 2023 was 11.4% (updated) of the 1960-1973

recruitment remains at a very low level.

ICES cannot assess the exploitation status relative to maximum

reference poi se the reference points are undefi
3 likely limit reference point (Rin). Given that the curre
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biological limit reference point
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