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Brussels, 02 June 2025 

 

EAA position on recreational fishing for Western Baltic cod in 2026 
 
Position statement by the European Anglers Alliance (EAA) for Western Baltic cod in 2025. 

The EAA is a pan-European organisation for recreational angling, defending the interests of 

approximately 25 million European anglers. 

             

The position statement was written by three EAA members that have a particular interest regarding f ishing 

opportunities for Cod in the Western Baltic Sea: Deutscher Angelfischerverband e.V. (Germany),  

Sportfiskarna (Sweden) and Sportfiskerforbund (Denmark).  

 

The European Anglers Alliance suggests the following regulations and actions concerning Baltic 

cod for 2026:  

 

• Recreational fishing opportunities for cod must be preserved. 

• Consider a combination of management measures that ensures equivalent protection at 

simultaneous higher anglers’ satisfaction: introduce a maximum landing size for anglers, 

increase the minimum landing size and combine both with seasonal closures and bag 

limits1; intensify the dialogue between the interest groups, science, and politics. 

• No dedicated fishing activities on spawning cod. 

• Improvement and obligatory use of selective gear to reduce bycatch of cod in commercial 

fisheries is urgently needed. 

• Adoption of the Framework towards development of a European Management Plan for 

the Great Cormorant2 to reduce the impact of cormorant predation on cod stocks3,4,5 .  

 

The International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) published its catch recommendations 

for western Baltic cod6 (Gadus morhua) on May 28 2025, for the years 2026 and 2027. Current 

scientific information shows that the western Baltic cod stock suffers from both environmental 

factors affecting reproductive success, a previous history of overfishing and that selective 

commercial fishing gears that could reduce bycatch of small cod have not yet been utilised.  

Within the framework of the EU management plan, ICES has recommended zero catch for cod in 

the western Baltic Sea for 2026. 

  

https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/report/Cod_i_Gadus_morhua_i_in_subdivisions_22-24_western_Baltic_stock_western_Baltic_Sea_/27202560?file=54858407
https://ices-library.figshare.com/articles/report/Cod_i_Gadus_morhua_i_in_subdivisions_22-24_western_Baltic_stock_western_Baltic_Sea_/27202560?file=54858407
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Recreational fishing vs commercial fishing – a totally different approach 

While commercial fishers want to get their permitted catch, the so-called quota, as quickly as 

possible with as little effort as possible, recreational fishers prefer a different approach. Profit is not 

a motive for recreational anglers as the sale of recreationally caught fish is forbidden. With a daily 

harvest limit the angler is given a daily maximum catch and whether they reach this or not, is not 

the primary reason to fish from the coast or to venture out onto the Baltic Sea. Just the experience 

of fishing together with the chance of catching a fish is what drives most anglers. The ability to 

perhaps take home a fish and not just the size of the daily harvest limit is often seen as a goal and 

not, as in commercial fishing, as the sole motivator for going fish7.  

 

Recognize the added value of recreational anglers! 

Total economic impact of marine recreational fishing alone amounts to 10.5 billion euro, supporting 

almost 100 000 jobs in Europe8. (Inland recreational fishing we have estimated to be at about the 

same value). The largest share of this expenditure is on boats, fishing tackle, travel, and overnight 

stays. Anglers are therefore an important source of income for tourism in coastal regions, especially 

in the off season.  

 

Anglers live for the enjoyment of fishing and the chance of catching a fish, not for the amount 

caught 

The so-called bag limit (daily harvest limit) has been in effect for recreational cod fishing in the 

western Baltic Sea and Öresund region since 2016. This means that the daily catch allowed for all 

recreational fishers is limited to a certain number of fish. In 2023 the daily harvest was limited to 1 

fish per angler and fishing day. However, science has proven that equivalent protection at 

simultaneous anglers’ satisfaction can be reached if a higher bag limit is combined with alternative 

management measures: a maximum landing size to protect big super spawners which are of 

exceptional importance for the stock productivity9; increased minimum landing size and seasonal 

closures1. 

The European Anglers Alliance has recognized that, as protectors and users of the stock, anglers 

have made their contribution to the recovery of the stock and will continue to do so in the future. 

In Germany, for example, the introduction of the bag limit in 2017 reduced the removal of cods by 

recreational fishery by 1 722 t in the following year1. 
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